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Hiram Turner, my 3X Great-Grandfather came to Texas with his father Winslow Turner II, my 4X 
Great-Grandfather, and his four brothers, Winslow Turner III, Edwin, Stephen and Miles. The 
Winslow Turner family emigrated from England and settled in Plymouth Colony in 1628. 
Winslow Turner I (1762-1825), my 5X Great-Grandfather, a descendant of a long line of Indian 
Scouts and Rangers, married Molly Standish, Great-Great-Granddaughter of Miles Standish 
(1584-1656) of the Mayflower, my 12X Great-Grandfather. They had four children.  
 
The Winslow Turner family left Plymouth County, Massachusetts in the year 1800. His wife 
Molly Standish died and was buried along the way in an unmarked grave. Winslow Turner Sr. 
settled with his children in a small settlement on the Femme Osage that began in 1795 and at 
the time was the most remote settlement of white people on the North American continent. 
When Daniel Boone arrived in 1800 and became the commandant of the tiny French trading 
post, he changed the name of the post to St Charles in upper Louisiana or New Spain. Winslow 
Turner Sr. became a noted Scout and Ranger for Daniel Boone. He was also a Marine on the 
continental frigate “Deane” commanded by Captain Samuel Nicholson during the American 
Revolution. Winslow received a Spanish grant in Lincoln County near Troy in Missouri. He was 
beginning to feel crowded and began looking for new territory when Moses Austin arrived with 
glowing accounts of the wonderful soil and climate of Texas and the great opportunities there for 
colonists. Unfortunately, he died in Missouri and was buried there. 
 
His son Winslow Turner II, worked for Stephen F. Austin and brought a wagon train to Texas, 
crossing the Sabine River on a raft of logs and arrived in 1823. He returned to Missouri then 
came back to Texas in 1829 where he remained. He received land in Dewitt’s Colony and 
settled in Gonzales. There he built the Turner Hotel, which was later burned, when Sam 
Houston ordered the town evacuated and burned in 1836 after the fall of the Alamo. Winslow 
became the first Riegidor (commissioner, Representative) of the Gonzales Ayuntamiento (town 
council). 
 
When Gonzales sent out its call for help to defend the town and retain her famous little cannon, 
Winslow Turner III became one of the “Old Eighteen”. Their men constituted the Texans’ only 
line of defense in this hour of destiny. They delayed 150 Mexican Dragoons sent by Mexico to 
demand the Gonzales cannon, giving time for the town to mass the volunteers that drove back 
the enemy in the “Battle of Gonzales”. At this battle, the world was given a new battle flag and a 
new war cry, “Come and Take It”. The Texan Revolution against the Mexican Government had 
started. 
 
Hiram Turner, along with his father and four younger brothers defended Gonzales in the 
“Lexington of the Texas Revolution” as it was sometimes called, on October 2, 1835. When 



General Sam Houston ordered the town burned in 1836 to prevent Santa Anna’s army from 
having any provisions, the entire town fled in the tragic flight, known as the “Runaway Scrape” 
before the battle of San Jacinto. Many of the older people died en route, to include Winslow 
Turner II. His wife and sons hastily buried him along the way to San Jacinto in an unmarked 
grave, within sight and hearing of the battlefield. Hiram and his brothers fought in the Battle of 
San Jacinto with Gen. Sam Houston. Hiram married and divorced Jemima Eggleston. He died in 
1853, his grave unknown. His brother Edwin Turner became a Texas Ranger and was later 
killed during the Civil War in 1861. After the Battle of San Jacinto, Winslow Turner III fought in 
the Woll Campaign. He died in 1880 and was buried in his hometown of McDade, Texas. In 
1936 his grave was interned and moved to the Texas State Cemetery in Austin, where he was 
buried with full honors in the Republic Hill section of the cemetery. His name is also engraved 
on the “Old eighteen” monument at the Gonzales Museum. 


